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	Comments


CenterPoint Energy (CNP) offers the following key points with respect to this PRR:

1. CNP believes that this PRR attempts to provide information that, to a large, extent is already available to the market. Much of the material being requested in this PRR is already provided by way of the following:
· ERCOT’s Transmission and Information Tracking (TPIT) system
· The PUCT monthly Construction Progress Report

· The PUCT Final Construction Report

· The monthly report provided to the Reliability Operations Subcommittee (ROS) by ERCOT’s Transmission Services Group

Additionally, CNP believes that the existing ERCOT scheduling system could be used to better track RMR Exit (RMRE) related projects. While an RMRE tag would probably offer the most obvious solution for such a function, the existing system could be used by noting RMRE related projects in the comment field provided via the ERCOT Portal Outage Scheduler. Noting that weather, material delivery, generator outage schedules, and other variables can affect planned outage schedules, the existing outage scheduling tools are currently used to keep ERCOT updated on all construction related outages. 
2. CNP also agrees with comments submitted by Brazos Electric regarding the excessive nature of weekly reports and/or updates and that such reporting will not necessarily add more accuracy to information currently being provided. This requirement should be removed.
3. This PRR introduces a rather large number of reporting requirement time frames. There are 2-day, 10-day, 15-day, 30-day, 35-day, 60-day, and 105-day reporting deadlines. Such a large set of deadlines could significantly impact ERCOT and TDSP Resources, particularly when more than one RMRE plan is involved. CNP agrees with some of the changes proposed by TXU Delivery to help simplify some of this.
4. The 45-day deadline for a project timeline and corresponding outage schedule after an RMRE strategy has been identified is not realistic due to the numerous events that must occur prior to these estimates. (i.e.  Various subcommittee approvals, ERCOT BOD approval, TDSP company approvals, Certificate of Convenience and Necessity (CCN) approval, etc.) Additionally, without a CCN package approved by the Commission, a timeline may be of little use to the market. It is worth noting that there can be several, independent substation/transmission projects associated with an RMR exit strategy. Each project would need a construction outage schedule that must be coordinated with other projects.  These projects can have various complexities ranging from simple, large, to extraordinary. A standardized timeframe for the project timeline and corresponding planned outages may not be practical. We, therefore, suggest removing the timeframe associated with this requirement. 

5. CNP supports the extension of RMR/AMR contracts as needed while the transmission projects are completed. This avoids revisiting the issue of maintaining RMR Units available for OOM service while negotiations are underway for a contract extension. The limit to a 60-day extension should be removed or, alternatively, the necessary availability/OOM language should be added. CNP suggests eliminating this requirement.
Given these points, CenterPoint offers the following redline changes to the PRR as modified by TXU Delivery.
	Revised Proposed Protocol Language


6.5.9.4
Transmission System Upgrades Associated with an RMR and/or MRA Exit Strategy
(1)
ERCOT and the TDSP responsible for constructing upgrades to the transmission system related to an RMR and/or MRA Exit Strategy shall coordinate construction clearances necessary to allow timely completion of all planned Transmission Facilities upgrades.

(2)
The TDSP(s) responsible for constructing upgrades to the transmission system related to an RMR and/or MRA Exit Strategy shall reflect estimated completion dates for the Transmission Facilities upgrades in the Transmission Project and Information Tracking (TPIT) system maintained by ERCOT.

(3)
When requested by ERCOT (such request must not be initiated more than 6 months prior to scheduled completion date shown in TPIT), the TDSPs responsible for constructing upgrades to the transmission system related to an RMR and/or MRA Exit Strategy shall provide monthly updates of project status to ERCOT, noting any acceleration or delay in planned completion date.  ERCOT shall post all updates received on the MIS.
(4)
Within two (2) Business Days after completion of the transmission upgrades related to an RMR and/or MRA Exit Strategy, ERCOT shall publish a Market Notice of such completion and the effective date of termination of the associated RMR and/or MRA Agreement.
6.5.9.5
RMR and/or MRA Contract Termination

(1)
Once a suitable RMR and/or MRA exit strategy has been developed as defined in Section 6.5.9.2, Exit Strategy from an RMR Agreement, and the strategy has been approved by the ERCOT Board and the affected TDSP(s), and the PUCT has approved the required Certificate(s) of Convenience and Necessity (CCNs), the TDSP(s) responsible for the transmission upgrades, when requested by ERCOT, shall submit to ERCOT a preliminary estimate of the project timeline, with associated outage requirements identified, for completing the transmission upgrades.
(2)
Within fifteen (15) days after receiving the preliminary project timeline and associated outage requirements from the TDSP, ERCOT, with input from the TDSP, shall determine whether the associated outage requirements are likely to be accommodated during the fall, winter, or spring. If so, ERCOT shall then determine if the ninety (90) day termination notice for the RMR and/or MRA can be issued as soon after the summer load season of the preceding year as possible and publish a Market Notice of these terminations. During this determination process, ERCOT, with input from the TDSP, shall determine any Remedial Action Plan or Mitigation Plan type options associated with RMR and/or MRA termination requirements including consideration of any risk for construction delays. 
 
(3)
If ERCOT determines in (2) above that the associated outage requirements do not allow termination of the RMR and/or MRA during the fall, winter, or spring; then:
(a)
One hundred five (105) days prior to the TDSP TPIT forecasted completion date for RMR and/or MRA exit strategy upgrades, ERCOT shall request a project status report and estimated completion date from the TDSP(s) responsible for construction of the transmission upgrades necessary to eliminate the need for the RMR and/or MRA Agreement to determine if planned upgrades will be completed in a timely manner to allow termination or expiration of the RMR and/or MRA Agreement.
(b)
The TDSP(s) responsible for the transmission upgrades shall provide ERCOT with project status and estimated project completion date within ten (10) days of ERCOT’s request in (a) above.
(c)
Sixty (60) days prior to the TDSP estimated completion date of the upgrades, ERCOT shall issue the ninety (90) day termination notice for the associated RMR and/or MRA Agreement(s) and shall publish a Market Notice of these terminations.
(d)
During the final sixty (60) days prior to completion of the transmission upgrades, the TDSP shall provide weekly updates of project status to ERCOT, with an explanation for any change in planned completion date.  ERCOT shall post all updates received on the MIS.
6.5.9.6
RMR and/or MRA Contract Extension

(1)
Thirty-five (35) days prior to the expiration or termination date of an existing RMR and/or MRA Agreement, ERCOT shall assess the likelihood of completion of the transmission upgrade project(s) necessary to allow expiration or termination of an existing RMR and/or Agreement based on the weekly updates of project status provided by the TDSP(s).  If ERCOT determines that a delay in the termination or expiration date of the existing RMR and/or MRA Agreement is necessary to allow completion of the transmission upgrade(s), it shall provide written notice to the RMR and/or MRA Resource Owner of an extension to the existing RMR and/or MRA Agreement no later than thirty (30) days prior to the planned expiration or termination date.
(2)
ERCOT shall extend the existing RMR and/or MRA Agreement as necessary to allow completion of the transmission upgrade(s).

Section 22 - Attachment F- Standard Form Reliability Must-Run Agreement

Section 3. Term, Extension, and Termination.

A.
Term.
(1)
This Agreement is effective beginning on the Effective Date.

(2)
The “Term” of this Agreement is a period of  ______ months; provided however, ERCOT, at its sole discretion, may terminate this Agreement prior to the end of the Term by giving 90 days advance written notice.

(3)
The period beginning on the Start Date and ending on the Stop Date is called the “Full Term” of this Agreement.

(4)
Any Initial Term that extends beyond one (1) calendar year requires ERCOT Board approval.

B.
Extension by ERCOT. ERCOT may, at its sole discretion, extend this Agreement by giving thirty (30) days advance written notice.
C.
Termination by Participant. Participant may, at its option, immediately terminate this Agreement upon the failure of ERCOT to continue to be certified by the PUCT as the Independent Organization under PURA §39.151 without the immediate certification of another Independent Organization under PURA §39.151.

D.
Effect of Termination and Survival of Terms. If this Agreement is terminated by a Party pursuant to the terms hereof, the rights and obligations of the Parties hereunder shall terminate, except that the rights and obligations of the Parties that have accrued under this Agreement prior to the date of termination shall survive.
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