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16 REGISTRATION AND QUALIFICATION OF MARKET PARTICIPANTS 
16.5
Registration of a Resource Entity 
A Resource Entity owns or controls an All-Inclusive Resource connected to the ERCOT System.  Each Resource Entity operating in ERCOT must register with ERCOT.  To become registered as a Resource Entity, an Entity must execute a Standard Form Market Participant Agreement (using the form in Section 22), designate Resource Entity Authorized Representatives, contacts, and a User Security Administrator (per the Application for Registration as a Resource Entity), and demonstrate to ERCOT’s reasonable satisfaction that it is capable of performing the functions of a Resource Entity under these Protocols.  The Resource Entity shall register each All-Inclusive Resource with ERCOT through ERCOT registration.
16.5.1
Technical and Managerial Requirements for Resource Entity Applicants
A Resource Entity applicant must:
(1)
Be capable of complying with all policies, rules, guidelines, registration requirements, and procedures established by these Protocols, ERCOT, or other Independent Organizations, if applicable; and
(2)
Be capable of purchasing power from Entities registered with or by ERCOT or the Independent Organizations and capable of complying with its system rules.
16.5.1.1
Designation of a Qualified Scheduling Entity
(1)
Each Resource Entity applicant within the ERCOT Region shall designate in its application the Qualified Scheduling Entity (QSE) that will represent the applicant with ERCOT.  Each applicant shall acknowledge in its application that it bears sole responsibility for selecting and maintaining a QSE as its representative.  The applicant shall include in its application a written statement from the designated QSE acknowledging that the QSE accepts responsibility for the applicant’s transactions pursuant to these Protocols.
(2)
A Resource Entity may be required to designate a backup QSE under this Section.
16.5.1.2
Waiver for Federal Hydroelectric Facilities
ERCOT may grant a waiver to any federally owned hydroelectric All-Inclusive Resource within the ERCOT System from fulfilling the requirements in Section 16.5, Registration of a Resource Entity, as they pertain to the submission of a Resource Entity application and the execution of a Market Participant Agreement (Section 22, Attachment A, Standard Form Market Participant Agreement).  ERCOT may grant such waiver after the federally owned hydroelectric Resource Entity provides ERCOT with the following:
(a)
All information necessary to meet the Resource Entity registration requirements as provided in this Section;
(b)
The designation of a QSE for each All-Inclusive Resource that it owns or controls; and
(c)
Assignment of each All-Inclusive Resource’s Electric Service Identifier (ESI ID) to a Load Serving Entity (LSE) serving any Load or net Load, if the All-Inclusive Resource is net metered and will be connected to the ERCOT System.  Such Load, if retail Load, is subject to all applicable rules and procedures, including rules concerning disconnection and Provider of Last Resort (POLR) service, applicable to other retail points of delivery.
16.5.1.3
Waiver for Block Load Transfer Resources
ERCOT may grant a waiver to a Resource Entity for a Block Load Transfer (BLT) Resource from fulfilling the requirements in Section 16.5, Registration of a Resource Entity, as they pertain to the submission of a Resource Entity application and the execution of a Market Participant Agreement (Section 22, Attachment A, Standard Form Market Participant Agreement).  ERCOT may grant such waiver after the Resource Entity for the BLT Resource provides ERCOT with the following:
(a)
All applicable information necessary to meet the Resource Entity registration requirements as provided in this Section; and
(b)
The designation of a QSE for the BLT Resource.
16.5.2
Registration Process for a Resource Entity
(1)
To register as a Resource Entity, an applicant must submit to ERCOT a completed Resource Entity application and any applicable fee.  ERCOT shall post on the Market Information System (MIS) Public Area the form in which Resource Entity applications must be submitted, all materials that must be provided with the Resource Entity application.  
(2)
The Resource Entity application must be attested to by a duly authorized officer or agent of the applicant.  The applicant shall promptly notify ERCOT of any material changes affecting a pending Resource Entity application using the appropriate form posted on the MIS Public Area.  
16.5.2.1
Notice of Receipt of Resource Entity Application
Within three Business Days after receiving a Resource Entity application, ERCOT shall issue the Resource Entity applicant a written confirmation that ERCOT has received the application.  ERCOT shall return without review any Resource Entity application that is not complete.
16.5.2.2
Incomplete Resource Entity Applications
(1)
Not more than ten Business Days after receiving a Resource Entity application, ERCOT shall notify the applicant in writing whether the application is complete.
(2)
If ERCOT determines that a Resource Entity application is not complete, ERCOT’s notice must explain the reasons for that determination and the additional information necessary to make the application complete.  The applicant has five Business Days from receiving ERCOT’s notice, or such longer period as ERCOT may allow, to provide the additional information set forth in ERCOT’s notice.  If the applicant timely responds to ERCOT’s notice with the required additional information, then the application is deemed complete on the date that ERCOT receives the applicant’s response. 
(3)
If the applicant does not timely respond to ERCOT’s notice, then the application must be rejected, and ERCOT shall retain any application fee included with the application.
16.5.2.3
ERCOT Approval or Rejection of a Resource Entity Application
(1)
ERCOT may reject a Resource Entity application within ten Business Days after the application has been deemed complete in accordance with this Section.  If ERCOT does not reject the Resource Entity application within ten Business Days after the application is deemed complete then the application is deemed approved.
(2)
If ERCOT rejects a Resource Entity application, ERCOT shall send the Resource Entity applicant a rejection letter explaining the grounds upon which ERCOT rejected the Resource Entity application.  Appropriate grounds for rejecting a Resource Entity application include the following:
(a)
Required information is not provided to ERCOT in the allotted time;
(b)
Noncompliance with technical requirements; and
(c)
Noncompliance with other specific eligibility requirements set forth in this Section or in any other part of these Protocols.
(3)
Not later than ten Business Days after receiving a rejection letter, the Resource Entity applicant may challenge the rejection of its Resource Entity application using the dispute resolution procedures set forth in Section 20, Alternative Dispute Resolution Procedure.  The applicant may submit a new Resource Entity application and fee at any time, and ERCOT shall process the new Resource Entity application under this Section.
16.5.3
Changing QSE Designation
(1)
A Resource Entity may change its designation of QSE no more than once in any consecutive three days.  
(2)
The Resource Entity shall include a written statement from the designated QSE acknowledging that the QSE accepts responsibility for the Resource Entity’s transactions under these Protocols.
(3)
If a Resource Entity’s representation by a QSE will terminate or the Resource Entity intends to be represented by a different QSE, the Resource Entity shall submit updated QSE designation information to ERCOT no less than six days prior to the effective date.  Within two days of receiving that notice, ERCOT shall notify all affected Entities, including the Resource Entity’s current QSE, of the effective date of the change.
16.5.4
Maintaining and Updating Resource Entity Information 
(1)
Each Resource Entity must timely update information the Resource Entity provided to ERCOT in the application process, and a Resource Entity must promptly respond to any reasonable request by ERCOT for updated information regarding the Resource Entity or the information provided to ERCOT by the Resource Entity, including:
(a)
The Resource Entity’s addresses;
(b)
A list of Affiliates; and
(c)
Designation of the Resource Entity’s officers, directors, Authorized Representatives, and User Security Administrator (all per the Resource Entity application) including the addresses (if different), telephone and facsimile numbers, and e-mail addresses for those persons.
(2)
If a Resource Entity has a Switchable Generation Resource with a requirement in a non-ERCOT Control Area for the months of July through August (“Peak Period”), it shall report to ERCOT in writing, annually by April 1, the days that the identified capacity will not be available to the ERCOT System during the Peak Period. 
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