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DRAFT MINUTES OF THE ERCOT

Nodal advisory task force (NATF) MEETING

ERCOT Austin Office

7620 Metro Center Drive

Austin, TX 78744

August 9, 2010
Meeting Attendance: 


Segment Representatives in Attendance:

	Name
	affiliation
	Market Segment

	Blackburn, Don
	Luminant
	Investor Owned Utility (IOU)

	Fox, Kip
	AEP Service Corporation
	IOU (Alt.)

	Jackson, James
	CPS Energy
	Municipal

	Lovelace, Russell
	Shell Energy
	Independent Power Marketer (IPM) (Via Teleconference)

	McEvoy, Kevin
	Exelon Generation
	IPM (Alt.) (Via Teleconference)

	McMurray, Mark
	Direct Energy
	Independent Retail Electric Provider (IREP) (Alt.) (Via Teleconference)

	Ögelman, Kenan
	CPS Energy
	Municipal (Alt.)

	Reynolds, Jim
	StarTex Power 
	IREP

	Richard, Naomi
	LCRA
	Cooperative

	Schwarz, Brad
	E.ON
	Independent Generator

	Seymour, Cesar
	Suez
	Independent Generator (Alt.) (Via Teleconference)

	Wardle, Scott
	Occidental Chemical
	Consumer – Industrial (Via Teleconference)


Non-voting Attendees:

	Name
	Affiliation
	

	Aguirre, T.
	CPS Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Allen, Thresa
	Iberdola USA
	Via Teleconference

	Ankalm, Rob
	Cargill
	Via Teleconference

	Bailey, Dan
	Garland Power and Light
	

	Barrow, Les
	CPS Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Bevill, Jennifer
	AEP
	Via Teleconference

	Bogen, David
	Oncor
	

	Brandt, Adrianne
	Austin Energy
	

	Brown, Jack
	Garland Power and Light
	Via Teleconference

	Brown, Jeff
	Shell Energy
	

	Cannon, Maribeth
	Edison Mission
	Via Teleconference

	Carter, Kevin
	Duke Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Chen, Hanjie
	LCRA
	Via Teleconference

	Cheng,  Xu
	LDH Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Chudgar, Raj
	Sungard
	Via Teleconference

	Clemenhagen, Barbara
	Topaz Power Group
	Via Teleconference

	Clevenger, Josh
	Brazos Electric
	Via Teleconference

	Cochran, Seth
	RBS Sempra
	Via Teleconference

	Davison, Brian
	PUCT
	Via Teleconference

	De La Rosa, Lewis
	PUCT
	

	Emery, K.
	Tenaska
	Via Teleconference

	Emesih, Valentine
	CenterPoint Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Escamilla, Jose
	CPS Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Fahey, Matt
	ANP/IPA
	Via Teleconference

	Fuller, Bill
	ONCOR
	

	Galliguez, Percy
	Brazos Electric
	Via Teleconference

	Galvin, Jim
	Luminant
	Via Teleconference

	Gilbert-Smith, Doug
	JP Morgan
	Via Teleconference

	Goff, Eric
	Reliant
	

	Green, David
	Calpine
	Via Teleconference

	Grimes, Mike
	Horizon
	Via Teleconference

	Gurrala, Sharmila
	CPS EMS
	Via Teleconference

	Hall, Michael
	CenterPoint Energy 
	Via Teleconference

	Hampton, Brenda
	Luminant
	

	Hansen, Eric
	Ventyx
	

	Harrell, Patty
	DC Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Hughes, Darren
	Optim Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Huynh, Thuy
	Potomac Economics
	Via Teleconference

	Jackson, Tom
	Austin Energy
	

	Jacoby, Jim
	AEP Texas
	Via Teleconference

	Janicki, Diane
	Edison Mission
	Via Teleconference

	Jones, Brad
	Luminant
	

	Jones, Randy
	Calpine
	

	Kajganich, Steve
	Energy Services Group
	Via Teleconference

	Kee, David
	CPS Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Kennedy, Tim
	Direct Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Krishnaswamy, Vikram
	Constellation
	Via Teleconference

	Lange, Clif
	STEC
	Via Teleconference

	Lewis, W.
	Cirro Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Looney, Sherry
	Luminant
	

	Luis, Francisco
	OXY
	Via Teleconference

	Marten, Loullo
	LCRA
	

	McLamb, Darryl
	Constellation
	Via Teleconference

	McNamara, Grace
	LDH Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Moast, Pat
	Texas Regional Entity
	

	Oliver, Todd
	Brazos Electric
	Via Teleconference

	Palani, Anath
	Optim Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Priestley, Vanus
	Macquarie
	Via Teleconference

	Rahimi, Farrokh
	Oati
	Via Teleconference

	Rainey-Lewis, Jackie
	
	Via Teleconference

	Sack, Brandon
	Westar Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Samsel, Matt
	Int’l Power America
	

	Sanchez, Maria
	Austin Energy
	

	Sandidge, Clint
	Sempra Solutions
	Via Teleconference

	Satkowski, Ned
	PSEG Texas
	Via Teleconference

	Schultz, Steven
	LCRA
	Via Teleconference

	Siddiqi, Shams
	LCRA
	

	Starr, Lee
	Bryan Texas Utilities
	Via Teleconference

	Stephenson, Randa
	Luminant
	

	Stewart, Roger
	LCRA
	Via Teleconference

	Trenary, Michelle
	Tenaska
	Via Teleconference

	Trout, Seth
	Customized Energy Solutions
	Via Teleconference

	Varnell, John
	TNSK
	Via Teleconference

	Wagner, Marguerite
	PSEG TX
	

	Walker, DeAnn
	CenterPoint Energy
	

	Watson, Mark
	Platts Oilgram
	Via Teleconference

	Whittle, Brandon
	DB Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Williams, Lori
	Bryan Texas Utilities
	Via Teleconference

	Wittmeyer, Bob
	Consumer
	

	Woodard, Stacy
	LCRA
	Via Teleconference


ERCOT Staff:

	Name
	

	Adams, John
	Via Teleconference

	Caufield, Dennis
	Via Teleconference

	Coon, Patrick
	Via Teleconference

	Decuir, Kim
	Via Teleconference

	Evans, Jeff
	Via Teleconference

	Garza, Samantha
	Via Teleconference

	Geer, Ed
	Via Teleconference

	Gilbertson, Jeff
	Via Teleconference

	Hanson, Chuck
	Via Teleconference

	Huang, Fred
	Via Teleconference

	Iacobucci, Jason
	Via Teleconference

	Landin, Yvette
	Via Teleconference

	Landry, Kelly
	

	Madden, Terry
	Via Teleconference

	Methaprayoon, Kittipong
	Via Teleconference

	Natoli, Anthony
	Via Teleconference

	Nowikcki, Len
	Via Teleconference

	Rasberry, Justin
	Via Teleconference

	Roark, Dottie
	Via Teleconference

	Shaw, Pamela
	Via Teleconference

	Sills, Alex
	Via Teleconference

	Surendran, Resmi
	

	Tozer, Matthew
	Via Teleconference

	Wise, Joan
	Via Teleconference


Unless otherwise indicated, all Market Segments were present for a vote.

Don Blackburn called the meeting to order at 9:38 a.m. 

Antitrust Admonition

Mr. Blackburn read the Antitrust Admonition, which was displayed.  He asked those who had not yet reviewed the Antitrust Guidelines to do so.  Copies of the Antitrust Guidelines were available.
Nodal Protocol Revision Requests (NPRRs) referred to NATF from the Protocol Revision Subcommittee (PRS)

NPRR256, Synchronize Nodal Protocols with PRR787, Add Non-Compliance Language to QSE Performance Standards
Randa Stephenson noted that NPRR256 was referred to NATF by PRS to address concerns regarding calculation of Generation Resource Energy Deployment Performance (GREDP), and Base Point deviation.  Jim Galvin noted that a goal of NPRR256 is to clarify the Generation Resource qualification and testing process, and to eliminate GREDP measurement during Resource testing, forced line deratings, and startup failures.  Market Participants discussed the percentage of Low Sustained Limit (LSL) of a Resource at which time Security Constrained Economic Dispatch (SCED) begins to recognize the Resource Unit and begins measuring its performance.  John Dumas stated that he would review this issue and provide information to NATF.  Lewis De La Rosa noted that Generation Resources should be relieved from GREDP and Base Point calculations if ERCOT is immediately notified of start-up failures, forced line deratings and similar uncontrollable circumstances.  Mr. Galvin noted that NPRR256 will be reviewed by the Qualified Scheduling Entity Managers Working Group (QMWG) at its next meeting.  Mr. Blackburn encouraged Market Participants to provide comments.        
Network Model Management System (NMMS) Update

Modeling Expectations (ME) White Paper & Comments

Woody Rickerson reviewed the procedural history of the ME White Paper and opined that ERCOT and Market Participants were close to final agreement.  He noted that most of the changes requested by Market Participants have been incorporated and that those that were not required ERCOT system changes.  Market Participants and Mr. Rickerson discussed the appropriate date and forum for possible endorsement of the final version of the ME White Paper.  Mr. Blackburn and Jim Jacoby agreed to conduct a joint NATF and Network Data Support Working Group (NDSWG) meeting on 08/17/2010 and to review the ME White Paper.

Ancillary Services Capacity Monitor

Bill Hellinghausen stated that his concern centered on physical versus financial trades.  He noted that trades reported to ERCOT are physical trades, whereas financial trades are never submitted to ERCOT.  He noted that the major concern is with the status of existing trades on the Texas Nodal Market Implementation Date (TNMID).  Mr. Hellinghausen noted that there is a lack of standardization regarding terminology for trades, but that the Edison Electric Institute (EEI) is taking steps to correct this.  He noted that standardization of terminology will bring greater confidence and investment in such trades.  Market Participants discussed the circumstance where one party to a trade had submitted a transaction to ERCOT, but the other party did not, and the importance of both sides reporting the trade.  Mr. Blackburn noted this issue as important and requested that Mr. Hellinghausen keep NATF apprised.                   
Market Trials Update

Review of Prior Testing 
Scott Middleton reviewed the 08/19/2010 Full System Market and Reliability Test.  He noted that 19 constraints were activated, seven of which were at the same time.  He noted that there were two instances where Qualified Scheduling Entities (QSEs) were released from their Regulation Obligation to make resources available to SCED to resolve congestion.  Mr. Middleton noted that the Control Performance Standard (CPS) 1 score was negative 34 and observed that this was due primarily to Resources being off of their expected generation value.  He noted that issues regarding testing included some quick-start generation units going offline and online without prior contact with ERCOT operations, telemetry inconsistencies, and some Resources transitioning to Nodal systems prior to being instructed to do so.          

Finalize 168-Hour Test Approach
Mr. Middleton noted that a goal of the discussion was to reach agreement on the format of the Full System Market and Reliability Test scheduled for the 168-Hour Full System Market and Reliability Test.  Mike Cleary noted that the focus should be on the quality of testing, rather than on the number of hours contained in the test.  Market Participants discussed whether seven days would be an appropriate length of the test, and which days of the week would provide the best opportunities for testing the different aspects of the Nodal Market.  Market Participants expressed concern that a lack of financial incentives distorts participation during testing and will not reflect actual Market Participant behavior after Nodal Market implementation.  Mr. Blackburn directed that Market Participants provide comments to ERCOT, and that a Special NATF meeting be scheduled for 08/12/2010.  He stated that a recommendation regarding the 168-Hour Test would be developed and provided to TAC.  

Power Balance Penalty Curve

Resmi Surendran presented ERCOT’s recommendation for calculation of the SCED power balance penalty curve.  She explained how the power balance penalty curve is calculated and its associated values, and recommended that it be implemented and initial results be observed.  Market Participants expressed concern that there was insufficient information regarding the impact of the recommendation to endorse its implementation before Nodal Market implementation and requested that this issue be addressed by the Wholesale Market Subcommittee (WMS).  
Adjournment
Mr. Blackburn adjourned the meeting at 2:43 p.m. 
� Some attendees may not have been present for the entire meeting.  
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