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	Comments


ERCOT does not necessarily oppose modifying the timeline for submission of updates to emergency operations plans and weatherization plans in the interest of consistency with the proposed timeline for submitting these reports to the Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT) under the pending amendments to P.U.C. Subst. R. 25.53, Electric Service Emergency Operations Plans (Project 39160, PUC Rulemaking Proceeding Relating to Electric Service Emergency Operations).  
However, as proposed, this Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) could hamper ERCOT’s efforts in evaluating adherence to weatherization preparation procedures as part of its on-site reviews.  Under this NPRR, a Resource Entity that updated its winter weather preparation procedures in mid-November, for example, would not be required to provide those updates to ERCOT until June 1 of the following year.  If the Resource Entity did delay submitting its updated plan until that later date, any site visit in the winter months immediately following the update would be conducted without knowledge of these updated procedures.  In order to ensure that ERCOT’s visits are as constructive as they can be, ERCOT proposes additional language that would require a Resource Entity to provide any updated plan to ERCOT within three Business Days of a request.  
Also, because this plan would likely be provided to an individual ERCOT employee conducting a site visit and would not necessarily be submitted to ERCOT through the formal process for plan and update submissions, (which requires an email to EOP@ercot.com), ERCOT would clarify that any such information provided in response to an ERCOT request does not meet the general plan submission requirement.
ERCOT also notes that the PUCT has not yet adopted the rule amendments that would change the timeline for submitting updates to the PUCT.  ERCOT submits that it would therefore be premature at this time to approve this NPRR on the basis of consistency with the PUCT rule and proposes that the Protocol Revision Subcommittee (PRS) table this NPRR until the PUCT issues an order adopting those amendments.  If for any reason the PUCT does not approve these proposed amendments, ERCOT will re-evaluate its support for this NPRR at that time.
	Revised Cover Page Language


None.
	Revised Proposed Protocol Language


3.21
Submission of Emergency Operations Plans, Weatherization Plans, and Declarations of Summer and Winter Weather Preparedness

(1)
Each Resource Entity shall provide ERCOT a complete copy of the emergency operations plan for each Generation Resource under the Resource Entity’s control.  For any jointly owned Generation Resource, the emergency operations plan shall be submitted by the Master Owner designated in the Resource Registration process.  Each Resource Entity shall provide ERCOT with any updated versions of the emergency operations plan by June 1 for any updates made between November 1 and April 30, and by December 1 for any updates made between May 1 through October 31.  Resource Entities shall submit all plans and updates electronically.  This paragraph does not apply to any currently Mothballed Generation Resource. 

2)
For each emergency operations plan submitted, a Resource Entity shall either specifically designate which portions of the plan address weatherization, or shall separately submit a weatherization plan.  At a minimum, the emergency operations plan or weatherization plan, as applicable, shall include a description of the Generation Resource’s practices and procedures undertaken in preparation for winter and summer weather and during specific occurrences of extreme weather.  If a weatherization plan is submitted separately, the Resource Entity shall provide ERCOT with any updated versions of this weatherization plan by June 1 for any updates made between November 1 and April 30, and by December 1 for any updates made between May 1 through October 31.  Resource Entities shall submit all such plans and updates electronically.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, for any Generation Resource for which ERCOT has expressed an intent to conduct a site visit to evaluate weather preparedness, a Resource Entity shall submit to ERCOT, within three Business Days of ERCOT’s request, its most recent weatherization plan or a listing of the portions of its most recent emergency operations plan that address weatherization.  Any plan or other information provided in response to an ERCOT request does not fulfill the Resource Entity’s obligation to submit that plan or information to ERCOT as otherwise required by this paragraph.    
(3)
No earlier than November 1 and no later than December 1 of each year, each Resource Entity shall submit the declaration in Section 22, Attachment K, Declaration of Completion of Generation Resource Weatherization Preparations, to ERCOT stating that, at the time of submission, each Generation Resource under the Resource Entity’s control has completed or will complete all weather preparations required by the weatherization plan for equipment critical to the reliable operation of the Generation Resource during the winter time period (December through February).  If the work on the equipment that is critical to the reliable operation of the Generation Resource is not complete at the time of filing the declaration, the Resource Entity shall provide a list and schedule of remaining work to be completed.  The declaration shall be executed by an officer or executive with authority to bind the Resource Entity.  This declaration shall not apply to any Generation Resource for any part of the above designated winter time period for which the Resource Entity expects the Generation Resource to be mothballed, and a Resource Entity is not required to submit a declaration for any Generation Resource that is expected to be mothballed for the entire winter time period.  However, if a Generation Resource was not included on the declaration because it was mothballed at the time the declaration was submitted and was not intended to be operational during the winter time period, a Resource Entity shall provide the declaration for that Generation Resource prior to changing its status from mothballed to operational during the winter time period.
(4)
No earlier than May 1 and no later than June 1 of each year, each Resource Entity shall submit the declaration in Section 22, Attachment K, to ERCOT stating that, at the time of submission, each Generation Resource under the Resource Entity’s control has completed or will complete all weather preparations required by the weatherization plan for equipment critical to the reliable operation of the Generation Resource during the summer time period (June through September).  If the work on the equipment that is critical to the reliable operation of the Generation Resource is not complete at the time of filing the declaration, the Resource Entity shall provide a list and schedule of remaining work to be completed.  The declaration shall be executed by an officer or executive with authority to bind the Resource Entity.  This declaration shall not apply to any Generation Resource for any part of the above designated summer time period for which the Resource Entity expects the Generation Resource to be mothballed, and a Resource Entity is not required to submit a declaration for any Generation Resource that is expected to be mothballed for the entire summer time period designated above.  However, if a Generation Resource was not included on the declaration because it was mothballed at the time the declaration was submitted and was not intended to be operational during the summer time period, a Resource Entity shall provide the declaration for that Generation Resource prior to changing its status from mothballed to operational during the summer time period.

(5)
On or before January 15 each year, ERCOT shall report to the Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT) the names of Resource Entities failing to provide the declaration required by paragraph (3) above.

(6)
On or before July 15 each year, ERCOT shall report to the PUCT the names of Resource Entities failing to provide the declaration required by paragraph (4) above.
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