Nodal Protocol Revision Request


	NPRR Number
	604
	NPRR Title
	Modification to Submission Timeline for Changes to Emergency Operations and Weatherization Plans

	Date Posted
	March 13, 2014

	
	

	Requested Resolution 
	Normal

	Nodal Protocol Sections Requiring Revision 
	3.21, Submission of Emergency Operations Plans, Weatherization Plans, and Declarations of Summer and Winter Weather Preparedness

	Other Binding Documents Requiring Revision or Related Revision Requests
	None.

	Revision Description
	This Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) modifies the requirement that Resource Entities submit any changes to their emergency operations or weatherization plans from 30 days to twice per year.  The twice-a-year submission requirement would align the Section 3.21 requirements with Section 22, Attachment K, Declaration of Completion of Generation Resource Weatherization Preparations, which is required to be submitted no later than June 1 and December 1 for the applicable summer and winter operating periods. The revisions proposed in this NPRR are consistent with a proposed amendment before the Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT) to P.U.C Subst. R. 25.53, Electric Service Emergency Operations Plans (Project 39160, PUC Rulemaking Proceeding Relating to Electric Service Emergency Operations).  

	Reason for Revision
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  Addresses current operational issues.
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  Meets Strategic goals (tied to the ERCOT Strategic Plan or directed by the ERCOT Board).
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X

  Market efficiencies or enhancements
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  Administrative
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  Regulatory requirements
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  Other:  (explain)

(please select all that apply)


	Business Case

	Qualitative Benefits
	· Current Protocol requirements place an undue risk of Protocol violation on Resource Entities that have numerous plant sites.  The proposed changes would reduce the risk of Protocol violations by Market Participants for failure to submit a revised emergency operation or weatherization plan within 30 days.  
· Relieves Resource Entities from the cumbersome and unnecessary task of updating their operations and weatherization plans for Generation Resources geographically dispersed throughout the ERCOT Region.  
· Reduces the burden on ERCOT employees who receive the modifications to the emergency operations and weatherization plans throughout the year.  Plan changes would be filed consistent with the requirements of Section 22, Attachment K

	Quantitative Benefits
	· Estimated savings to Market Participants will depend on the size of the Resource Entity’s portfolio and the number of changes made to emergency operations and weatherization plans during the year.

	Impact to Market Segments
	· This will save Market Participants with multi-Generation Resources, multi-site, multi-Resource Entity portfolios several hours per month, depending on the size of the portfolio and the number of changes made to the plans during the year.

	Credit Implications
	To be determined.

	Other
	


	Sponsor

	Name
	Adrian Pieniazek on behalf of NRG Texas, LLC

	E-mail Address
	adrian.pieniazek@nrgenergy.com

	Company
	NRG Texas, LLC

	Phone Number
	512-691-6208

	Cell Number
	512-844-9888

	Market Segment
	Independent Generator


	Market Rules Staff Contact

	Name
	Lisa Trow

	E-Mail Address
	ltrow@ercot.com

	Phone Number
	512-248-6521


	Proposed Protocol Language Revision


3.21
Submission of Emergency Operations Plans, Weatherization Plans, and Declarations of Summer and Winter Weather Preparedness

(1)
Each Resource Entity shall provide ERCOT a complete copy of the emergency operations plan for each Generation Resource under the Resource Entity’s control.  For any jointly owned Generation Resource, the emergency operations plan shall be submitted by the Master Owner designated in the Resource Registration process.  Each Resource Entity shall provide ERCOT with any updated versions of the emergency operations plan by June 1 for any updates made between November 1 and April 30, and by December 1 for any updates made between May 1 through October 31.  Resource Entities shall submit all plans and updates electronically.  This paragraph does not apply to any currently Mothballed Generation Resource. 

(2)
For each emergency operations plan submitted, a Resource Entity shall either specifically designate which portions of the plan address weatherization, or shall separately submit a weatherization plan.  At a minimum, the emergency operations plan or weatherization plan, as applicable, shall include a description of the Generation Resource’s practices and procedures undertaken in preparation for winter and summer weather and during specific occurrences of extreme weather.  If a weatherization plan is submitted separately, the Resource Entity shall provide ERCOT with any updated versions of this weatherization plan by June 1 for any updates made between November 1 and April 30, and by December 1 for any updates made between May 1 through October 31.  Resource Entities shall submit all such plans and updates electronically.

(3)
No earlier than November 1 and no later than December 1 of each year, each Resource Entity shall submit the declaration in Section 22, Attachment K, Declaration of Completion of Generation Resource Weatherization Preparations, to ERCOT stating that, at the time of submission, each Generation Resource under the Resource Entity’s control has completed or will complete all weather preparations required by the weatherization plan for equipment critical to the reliable operation of the Generation Resource during the winter time period (December through February).  If the work on the equipment that is critical to the reliable operation of the Generation Resource is not complete at the time of filing the declaration, the Resource Entity shall provide a list and schedule of remaining work to be completed.  The declaration shall be executed by an officer or executive with authority to bind the Resource Entity.  This declaration shall not apply to any Generation Resource for any part of the above designated winter time period for which the Resource Entity expects the Generation Resource to be mothballed, and a Resource Entity is not required to submit a declaration for any Generation Resource that is expected to be mothballed for the entire winter time period.  However, if a Generation Resource was not included on the declaration because it was mothballed at the time the declaration was submitted and was not intended to be operational during the winter time period, a Resource Entity shall provide the declaration for that Generation Resource prior to changing its status from mothballed to operational during the winter time period.
(4)
No earlier than May 1 and no later than June 1 of each year, each Resource Entity shall submit the declaration in Section 22, Attachment K, to ERCOT stating that, at the time of submission, each Generation Resource under the Resource Entity’s control has completed or will complete all weather preparations required by the weatherization plan for equipment critical to the reliable operation of the Generation Resource during the summer time period (June through September).  If the work on the equipment that is critical to the reliable operation of the Generation Resource is not complete at the time of filing the declaration, the Resource Entity shall provide a list and schedule of remaining work to be completed.  The declaration shall be executed by an officer or executive with authority to bind the Resource Entity.  This declaration shall not apply to any Generation Resource for any part of the above designated summer time period for which the Resource Entity expects the Generation Resource to be mothballed, and a Resource Entity is not required to submit a declaration for any Generation Resource that is expected to be mothballed for the entire summer time period designated above.  However, if a Generation Resource was not included on the declaration because it was mothballed at the time the declaration was submitted and was not intended to be operational during the summer time period, a Resource Entity shall provide the declaration for that Generation Resource prior to changing its status from mothballed to operational during the summer time period.

(5)
On or before January 15 each year, ERCOT shall report to the Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT) the names of Resource Entities failing to provide the declaration required by paragraph (3) above.

(6)
On or before July 15 each year, ERCOT shall report to the PUCT the names of Resource Entities failing to provide the declaration required by paragraph (4) above.
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