Nodal Protocol Revision Request


	NPRR Number
	767
	NPRR Title
	Commitment by RUC for Long Lead Time Resource

	Date Posted
	April 21, 2016

	
	

	Requested Resolution 
	Normal

	Nodal Protocol Sections Requiring Revision 
	5.6.2,
RUC Startup Cost Eligibility

	Related Documents Requiring Revision/Related Revision Requests
	None

	Revision Description
	This Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) changes the eligibility check for the startup portion of the Reliability Unit Commitment (RUC) Make-Whole Payment.  Resources with lead times longer than six hours may submit a Settlement dispute to have their Resource-specific startup times considered when determining eligibility for Startup Costs to be included in the RUC Make-Whole Payment calculation.

	Reason for Revision
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  Addresses current operational issues.
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  Meets Strategic goals (tied to the ERCOT Strategic Plan or directed by the ERCOT Board).
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  Market efficiencies or enhancements
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  Administrative
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  Regulatory requirements
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  Other:  (explain)

(please select all that apply)

	Business Case
	Resources with start times greater than six hours that are committed via the Weekly, Day-Ahead or Hourly RUC processes are not eligible for consideration of Startup Costs in the RUC Make-Whole Payment calculation due to an eligibility check that ensures the Resource was Off-Line for at least five minutes within a six hour window prior to the commitment.  This NPRR replaces the generic six hour window with the Resource-specific start time for Resources with lead times longer than six hours so that Resources are properly compensated for Startup Costs when coming On-Line for reliability purposes.


	Sponsor

	Name
	Austin Rosel

	E-mail Address
	Austin.Rosel@ercot.com

	Company
	ERCOT

	Phone Number
	512-248-6686

	Cell Number
	

	Market Segment
	Not applicable


	Market Rules Staff Contact

	Name
	Kelly Landry

	E-Mail Address
	klandry@ercot.com 

	Phone Number
	512-248-4630


	Proposed Protocol Language Revision


5.6.2
RUC Startup Cost Eligibility

(1)
For purposes of this Section 5.6.2, all contiguous RUC-Committed Hours are considered as one RUC instruction.  For each Resource, only one Startup Cost is eligible per block of contiguous RUC-Committed Hours.

(2)
For a Resource’s Startup Costs in the Operating Day, per RUC instruction, to be included in the calculation of the RUC guarantee for that Operating Day, all the criteria below must be met: 

(a)
According to the Current Operating Plan (COP) and Trades Snapshot for the RUC process that committed the Resource, the Resource must not be QSE-committed in the Settlement Interval immediately before the designated start hour or after the last hour of the RUC instruction;

(b)
A later RUC instruction or QSE commitment must not connect the designated start hour or last hour of the RUC instruction to a block of QSE-committed Intervals that was QSE-committed before the RUC instruction was given, according to the COP and Trades Snapshot for the RUC process that committed the Resource;

(c)
The generation breakers must have been open, as indicated by a telemetered Resource Status of Off-Line, for at least five minutes during the six hours preceding the first RUC-Committed Hour; and

(d)
The generation breakers must have been closed, as indicated by a telemetered Resource Status of On-Line, for at least one minute during the RUC commitment period or after the determined five-minute open breaker, as indicated by a telemetered Resource Status of Off-Line, in the six hours preceding the first RUC-Committed Hour. 
(3)
Notwithstanding paragraphs (2)(c) and (2)(d) above, the QSE of a RUC-committed Resource may submit a Settlement dispute for a Resource’s Startup Costs in the Operating Day, per RUC instruction, to be included in the calculation of the RUC guarantee for that Operating Day if the startup time for the RUC-committed Resource is greater than six hours.  The dispute is subject to verification and approval by ERCOT based on the criteria below:

(a)
The generation breakers must have been open, as indicated by a telemetered Resource Status of Off-Line, for at least five minutes between the time the QSE is notified of the RUC instruction and the first RUC-Committed Hour;

(b)
The generation breakers must have been closed, as indicated by a telemetered Resource Status of On-Line, for at least one minute during the RUC commitment period or after the five-minute open breaker determined in item (a) above;

(c)
The breaker open-close sequence from items (a) and (b) above does not make the Resource eligible for Startup Cost compensation in the Day-Ahead Market (DAM) or for any other contiguous block of RUC-Committed Hours; and

(d)
The startup time used to process the dispute will be the startup time considered by the ERCOT Operator at the time the RUC instruction was issued.
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